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momentarily that would exp l a i n a l i t t l e bit about the
amendment. The amendment does a couple of things, a couple
of things that I think are of vital importance. And, f i r s t ,
the first thing that it does is it says that it is not only
veterinary medicine that higher education in this state had
ought to look across state lines, had ought to be interested
in regional agreements with, but it ought to be interested
i n a ny ar ea of h i gh costs, particularly i n m e d i c a l
professions at the graduate level. Before we start those
kinds of programs or under our program review mechanism that
we established last year with LB 98 1 , i f one o f t ho se
programs already in existence become red-flagged under that
program review mechanism, that we had ought to l ook a c r o s s
state lines in an effort to try to provide the services, to
p rovid e t h e acce s s at a che ape r cost, at the cheapest
possible cost to the taxpayers of this state and neighboring
states. And the idea for this comes because for at least
several ye a rs n o w I ha v e o n this floor and in various other
locations across this state chastised the l oca l sch o o l
districts because they had not b ee n ve r y wi l l i ng , i n my
opinion, to cooperate with each other and look across their
school d i st r i ct b ou nd a r y l i ne s i n o rder t o he l p h ol d d ow n
the cost to the taxpayers and provide the servi c es . And i t
seems to me that we could do those same things where t h a t
same an a l ogy wou l d apply at state...at the state level.
There are things we could provide jointly with a neighboring
state that we simply can't provide, we can't afford to do,
we can' t b e eve r yt hi n g to everybody within our o wn sta t e
boundar i es . So t h i s amendment would set up, first of all,
t hat i t wou l d app l y to all areas of h igher ed uc a t i on .
Secondly, it says that we are going to get the Legislature
i nvo l ve d i n t h es e t h i n gs . We are going to get the
Legislature under a mechanism created in the amendment to
get an oversight committee within the Legislature. And the
reason I think t hat is important and I d on 't mean t h i s
probably the way that it is going tn s ound b e c a us e I b e l i ev e
that institutions of h igher l e ar ni ng bec a u s e of t h e i r ve r y
n ature , t he G o v e r n o r ' s bo a r d s , t he admin i s t r at i on , a l l h a v e
a real protectionism of their own environment, if you will,
that i s n eces s a r y . If I was a member of t he Board o f
Regents, for example, I am sure I would be very protective
of the University of Nebraska. I shoul d b e . Tha t i s wh a t I
was elec te d t o do. But since you have got that sort of a
mechanism i n v o l v e d i n al l o f h i gh e r e d u c a t i o n , I t h i n k i t i s
going to be very difficult if not impossible to come up with
a truly cooperative r egiona l pr og r am between t wo
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